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I SAW 

you in 

A CAR 
GOING BY 
WHILE 
I WAS 
THERE. 


THEN I 
HEARD you 
WERE LIVING 
HERE FROM 
ONE OF THE 
STUDENTS. 










































































...REALLy 
MISSED 
you, TOO. 


\\ 























































































































































































THIS IS 

r j _ r 

A 

FOR THE 

/// \ 

BEST...! 

.a " 7 J \ 










DON'T EVEN 
START WITH 
THE FIELD 
TRIP GOSSIP 
THING. 


ANYONE 
YOU LIKE, 
BARUSU? 


OKAY, 

THEN 


THERE 
HAS TO BE 
SOMEONE 
you LIKE, 
RIGHT? 


you 

DEFlNITELy 

SEEM 

INTERESTED 
IN GIRLS... 


MEAN, 


N-NO, 

THERE 

ISN'T! 


THEN, 

WHAT'S 

youR 

TyPE? 


...BUT I 
NEVER HEAR 
ANyTHING 
about you 

WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
LOVE. 






































































































































































NOW'S 

your 

CHANCE. 


MOMO- 

CHAN... 


ALLIE/ 


y \ you'-H 

BETTER 
COME BACK 
f; HOLDING'/ 
\ HANDS. x 


I RUI- 
CHAN/ 


THANK 
GOD I 
FOUND 

you SO 

QUICK 






























RUI- 

CHAN 


WHAT'S 

WRONG 


I'M FINE. 
IT'S 

NOTHING. 


























































THAT WAS 
CLOSE... 
THESE 
SIDEWALKS 
ARE REALLY 
NARROW. 


YOU WALK 
ON THE 
INSIDE, 
RUI-CHAN 


















































































C-CAN'T 

SLEEP? 


...NOT 

REALLY. 


RUI- 

CHAN/ 


I JUST 
GOT 
THIRSTY. 


ARE 

you 

OKAY 


.! \ 

' : J 
itmd 




DON'T 
I'M ALL WORRY 
RIGHT 

NOW. > 


SORRY 

ABOUT 

EARLIER. 


I BET I 
LOOKED 
LIKE A 
MESS. 


NOT AT 
ALL! 


YEAH 


GOOD 

NIGHT. 
































































































ARE you 

DRUNK 

AGAIN? 


IS BEING 
HERE 

ByyouR 

SIDE... 


...TOO 
MUCH 
TO ASK, 
RUI- 
CHAN? 


MIGHT 
NOT BE. 



























•V>C 




























,Y 


DON'T 
WANT TO, 
BUT... 


THIS 


TIME 

































































i OKA* 


I PROMISE 
I WON'T... 


...CHANGE 
MY MIND. 




...SWEAT¬ 
ING A LOT, 
HUH? 



































I SAID 

you 

DON'T 
HAVE TO 
APOLO¬ 
GIZE. 


THIS 

WARMTH. 


IS WHAT 
I NEED 
RIGHT 
NOW. 





























WHAT'RE 

you 

DOING? 


mppEJ> 


I HONESTLY 
THOUGHT 
I DIDN'T 
STAND A 
CHANCE. 


RUh 

CHAN 


I'M SO 
HAPPY I 
DUNNO 
WHAT TO 
DO WITH 
MYSELF... 




OKAY 
IF I 
GO? 


YOUR you 
FACE IS OKAY 
REALLY ? 
RED. 

DON'T 

TELL ME j 
YOU'RE /— 

DRUNK / 
AGAIN. J 


I'M 

SUPER JUST 
HAPPY 


I KINDA 


RIGHT 


SPACED 


NOW. 


OUT. 


























































THAT'S 

ACUTE 

SWIMSUIT, 

MOMO- 

SEMPAI. 


CAN I 
USE THE 
PUMP 
NEXT? 


I THINK 


WANNA 
USE A 
FLOATY, 
RUI- 
CHAN? 


CHECK 
OUT THE 
ROCKS 
OVER 
THERE. 


IT'S A 
PERFECT 
DAY FOR 
SWI AWING/ 

























YEAH. 


...I TAKE IT 
YOU MET WITH 
TACHIBANA- 
SENSEI? 


SHE PUT 
AN END TO 
EVERYTHING. 


MEAN¬ 

ING? 


THEN WHAT 



I HAD A 
FEELING 

SHE SAID 



WHEN SHE 

DROVE IT 



DIDN'T SEEM 

HOME. 



HAPPY TO 


IU / 


SEE ME, 





























AND THAT 
WE'D BE ALL 
OVER THE TAB¬ 
LOIDS IF OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
GOT OUT. 


SHE BRUSHED 
OFF ALL THE 
NEWS ABOUT MY 
WRITING EVEN 
THOUGH SHE 
CHEERED ME ON 
BEFORE. 


SHE JUST 
SAID, "WELL, 
IT'S A GOOD 
THING WE 
BROKE UP, 
THEN." 


THAT HER 
TRANS¬ 
FERRING 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
ENOUGH 
TO SOLVE 
THINGS. 



THEN 
LASTLY, 
SHE TOLD 
ME... 


SHE HAS NO 
INTENTION 
OF GETTING 
BACK 

TOGETHER. 


GO 

RIGHT 

AHEAD. 


C'MON, 

NATSUO-KUNl 
WE CAME ALL 
THE my TO 
THE BEACH! 
LET'S PLAY! 


SORRY, I'M 
NOT REALLY 
IN THE 
MOOD... 


MIND IF I 
BORROW 
NATSUO-KUN, 
SENSEI? 




























DON'T 

IT'S NOT SAY THAT. 
EVERY DAY GO ENJOY 
YOU GET TO YOURSELF. 
COME TO AN 

ISLAND LIKE k 

THIS. . JL 


YEAH! 


I UNDER¬ 
STAND 
WHAT 
SHE'S 
TRYING 
TO DO, 


BUT 

IT'S VERY 
TROUBLING 


THERE, 

THERE/ 


IT RAN 
THAT WAY. 























































































































AHH 


THAT'S 


PRETTy 


IT'S FINE. 

I THINK I 
CAN MAKE 
IT BACK TO 
SHORE. 


WHAT IF 
IT GETS 
INFECTED 



















































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT ' 
ON 

BARTH 


DID you 
SAY TO 
NATSUO? 



HE 

WENT TO 
YOUR 
PLACE, 
DIDN'T 
HE? 


HE WAS DOWN 
IN THE DUMPS 
WHEN HE CAME 
BACK LAST 
NISHT. 


AND HIS 
WRITING'S 
GOING 
WELL, 
RIGHT? 


I MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT 
I DON'T 
PLAN... 


I HAVE 
A LIFE 
HERE 
NOW. 


SO, I TOLD 
HIM HE 
SHOULD 
JUST GET 
OVER ME. 




























YOU'RE 
TRYING 
TO HIDE 
IT WITH 
MAKEUP, 


BUT I 
CAN TELL 
HOW 

SWOLLEN 

YOUR 

EYES 


HE'D 


JUST 


REMEM 


BER HIS 


CCCI 

























































uuuy 

WOULD 
you SAY 
THAT?! 


HOW 
COULD 
YOU PUSH 
AWAY 
SOMEONE 


DON'T 
YOU 
LOVE 
HIM?! 


WHO 

LOVES 

you so 

MUCH?! 
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TAKES TWO N 
HOURS TO GET 
BACK TO THE 
MAINLAND, 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOU CAN SEE 
IT FROM THE 
ISLAND. , 


LOOK 
HOW FAR 
WE ARE 
ALREADY 


RUI- 

CHAN? 


...IF THIS 
MEANS 
I'M STILL 
A CHILD. 


WHAT'S 

WRONG, 

NATSUO- 

KUN? 


THE 

SUN'S 

JUST 

REALLY 

BRIGHT 
























CHAPTER 98: MISTAKE.. 1 .? 
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COMANDA 

(ORDER) 

IN/ 
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HONESTLY, 
EDITORS 
CAN'T DO 
MUCH IF A 
WRITER ISN'T 
MOTIVATED. 














































































































































































































































WHOA! 


SHIGE- 
MITSU 
ilu TOCEN 


HE'S 

DEFINITELY 
HARD TO 
PLEASE. 


I’D LIKE TO. 


OF COURSE I 
KNOW HIM. 
HE WON THE 
NAOKICHI 
AWARD! 


BUT ARE 
YOU SURE 
HE'LL TAKE 
ME? 


HE MIGHT MEH, 

BE MOODY, SHOULD 
BUT HE’S BE 

NOT A OKAY. 

FUSSY GUY. A. 


f BUT I'M 
TECH¬ 
NICALLY 
BREAKING 
THE LAW 
. HE- 


THEY SAY HE’S 
NEVER SHOWED 
UP TO A SINGLE 
CEREMONY FOR 
ANY AWARD 
HE’S WON. 


HE 

PROBABLY 
WON’T GET 
MAD IF YOU 
JUST LET 
YOURSELF 
INTO HIS 
HOUSE. , 





































































































































































































































ARE you 
GOING TO 
GATHER 
MATERIAL 


WELL, 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


IF IT AIN'T 
THE PAR¬ 
AMECIUM 
POSSE. 
HOW'S IT 
GOING? 


you 

BIG 
MEAN- 
IE / 


WELCOME! 


' ate 



SEN 1 

C 

SEEEI! 1 


- V K 

























































































































































WHAT 

THE 

HELL 


...DID I 
DO ]LAST- 
NIGHT?! 


r , 

1M 


i ' 

/ ^ 
V J 

\ 

i\W 























































































































































































































































r ^ 

I WAS PRETTY 
DRUNK, TOO, 
SO I MIGHT'VE 
PLAyED WITH 
YOUR BODy 
A LITTLE. 







-iS^- 

p,fA It 




HE SAID HE 
HAD AN EARLy 
START TODAX 
SO I TOOK 
you IN FOR 


/ HIS REAL \ 


K-KURU- \ 

NAME'S ' 


MIN- 

KURUMIZAWA, 
RIGHT? SO, i 


SENSEI? 

\ KURUMIN. / 






































...VISIT THE 
CLUB A LOT? 



HE DID 
A TON OF 
RESEARCH 
AT THE 


IT S 


CALLED 


YEAH, 
FORA 
BOOK 
ABOUT 
NIGHT¬ 
LIFE 
IN THE 
CITY 


MOONLIT 


SONATA. 


EVER 


HEARD 


READ IT. I'M 
PRETTY SURE 
IT WON AN 
AWARD... 




























































HE COMES 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME AND 
ORDERS 
EXPENSIVE 

DDINk’c; 


THINGS? 

ANY 

TROUBLE ? 4 


SO MADAM 
AND THE 
GIRLS ALL 
TRUST 
KURUMIN- 
SENSEI 
A LOT. 


...AND IT 
COMPLETELY 
WON THEM 
OVER/ THEY 
TOLD ME, 
"YOU'RE REALLY 
GIVING IT YOUR 


MY PARENTS 
WEREN'T 
HAPPY THAT I 
WAS WORKING 
THIS KIND OF 
JOB, SO I 
SENT THEM A 
COPY OF THAT 








































































































IT'S ALL 
RIGHT/ 

I LET MY 
FAMILY 
KNOW 
WHERE 
I AM/ 


I'M SURPRISED 
YOU CAME BACK 
AFTER WHAT YOU 
WENT THROUGH 
LAST NIGHT. 


MY DAD 
GAVE ME 
HELL WHEN 
I WOKE 
UP THIS 
MORNING. 


HE TOLD 
ME TO AT 
LEAST 
CALL 
BEFORE 
I STAY 
OUT... 


GOOD 
FATHER 
YOU GOT 
THERE. 


KURU- 

MIZAWA- 

SAN, 

I PRE¬ 
SUME? 


DID 

YOU BUY 
SOME¬ 
THING? 


YEAH, 

JUST SOME 
BOOKS. 


PARDON 
ME. THE 
TRUCK 
WON'T FIT 
THROUGH 
THIS ALLEY 


IS IT ALL 
RIGHT IF I 
BRING YOUR 
PACKAGES 
ON A 
DOLLY? 


CARRY 
'EM TO 
THE 
STUDY 
WILL 

you? 


THANKS. 




































































CAREFUL 

WITH 

THAT. 


IT'S 

ROUGH 
TO BE A 
WRITER 
ONCE 

you 

THROW 

YOUR 

BACK 

OUT. 


'SCUSE 

MEEE. 


YEAH. 


JUST 

ABOUT. 







































CAN you 

ONLY WRITE 
ABOUT 
THINGS THAT 
HAPPEN IN 
YOUR OWN 
LITTLE 
BUBBLE? 


THERE ARE 
WORLDS I 
WANT TO 
PORTRAY. 


IN ORDER 
TO MAKE 
SOMETHING 
THAT RESO¬ 
NATES WITH 
THE READER 
DEEPLY... 


THINGS I 
WANT THE 
WORLD 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT. 


' THE ONLY ' 
PARTS ABOUT 
YOUR WORK 
THAT FELT 
REALISTIC 
WERE THE MAIN 
CHARACTERS' 
INTERNAL 
MONOLOGUE. 


I CAN'T 
GO DOING 
THINGS 
HALF- 
ASSED. 
































DOING 
RESEARCH, 
VISITING PLACES, 
AND LISTENING 
TO PEOPLE WILL 
BROADEN THE 

world you 

WANT TO WRITE 
ABOUT. 


IMAGINA¬ 
TION IS 
IMPERA¬ 
TIVE FOR 
WRITING. 


BUT THE 
POTENTIAL 
OF YOUR 
IMAGINATION 
IS LIMITED 
ByyouR 
PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE. 


EVERyTHING 
yOU CREATE 
WILL FEEL 
CLAUSTRO¬ 
PHOBIC IF 

you sTAy 

INSIDE yOUR 
BUBBLE. 


THERE ARE 
PLENTy OF THINGS 
THAT HAPPEN IN 
REAL LIFE THAT 
GO BEyOND 
IMAGINATION. 


EVEN 

HUMAN 

INTERAC 

TION. 



























































































































































































CHAPTER 100: 
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HMM. 


FEEL 

KINDA 


NOT TOO 
SHABBY. 


...ANXIOUS 

WEARING 

THIS. 


WE'LL 

TAKE 

EVERY¬ 

THING. 


YOU'LL 
GET 
USED 
TO IT/ 


NAT- 

CHAN 


ARE 

YOU 

REALLY 

SURE 

ABOUT 

THIS? 


IT'S FIIINE/ 
YOU CAN 
JUST PAY 
ME BACK 
WHEN YOU 
MAKE 
IT BIG/ 
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OH, yOU'RE 
TOGEN- 
SENSEI'S 
PUPIL. 
JURI-SAN 
SAID YOU'D 
BE JOINING 
US THIS 
EVENING. 


THANKS 

FOR 

HAVING 

ME... 


WE WON'T 
WORK 

you TOO 

HARD. 


OBSERVE 

TO youR 
HEART'S 
CONTENT. 


WHy 

are you 
POUTING, 
RUI-CHAN? 
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I WENT 
HOME AFTER 
HELPING 
AROUND 
THE CLUB, 


...AND 
THAT 
WAS IT. 


BUT I'M 
NOT SURE 
WHAT I 
SHOULD 
DO. 


SHE 

SUDDENLY 
BACKED 
OUT OF THE 
INTERVIEW. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK, 
SENSEI? 







































AND you DIG 

EXTRACT THROUGH 
THE TO THE 


WELL 


AT ANY RATE, 


I'M NOT 


LETTING 


YOU'VE 


YOU GO 










































HOW 
TO Die 
THROUGH 
THE 
VAULT, 
HUH? 


IT'S HARD 
TO ASK 
AGAIN 
AFTER SHE 
REFUSED 
LIKE THAT, 
TOO. 


I'M 

HOME/ 


WE WERE 
THINKING 
OF GOING 
ONCE 
RUI GETS 
HOME. 


YOU'RE 
JUST IN 
TIME/ 


WELCOME 
HOME, 
NATSUO- 
KUN. , 


TSUKIKO- 

SAAAN/ 

NATSUO'S 

BACK/ 


! I'M GLAD \ 
YOU MADE IT. 

I THOUGHT 

you 

WOULDN'T BE 
BACK UNTIL 
V LATE. 


LOOK. 
TSUKIKO- 
SAN 

BOUGHT 
THESE 
i FOR ME. 


ABOUT AS 
GOOD AS 
THE MILLION 
OTHER DADS 
IN JAPAN 
WHO DRESS 
LIKE THAT. 


YOU 

REMEMBER 
THE SUMMER 
FESTIVAL 
WE WENT TO 
LAST yEAR, 

don't you? 

THAT'S TODAY 


YOU'LL 

COME, 

TOO, 

RIGHT? 


WHERE ' 

are you 
1 GOING?! 
















































































































































ALL RIGHT. 
WHY DON'T 
WE MEET 
UP LATER, 
THEN? 


I'M 

GONNA 

LOOK 

AROUND, 

TOO. 


DO you 
BOTH 

HAVE yoUR 
PHONES? 


YEAH. 































IT FEELS 
LIKE YOU'RE 
TAILING ME 
IF YOU STAY 
BACK THAT 
FAR THE 
WHOLE TIME. 





YOU 
DON'T 
HAVE 
TO TELL 
ME/ 


THEN 
I'M GO ON 
GONNA AHEAD. 
BUY A 

CANDIED i 
STRAW- / jfL 
BERRY. A\4MJ 


SIGN: GOLDFISH SCOOPING 1 























































































































































































































































































































































































THAT'S 

ALL...? 
































THEN, 
WHEN I 
SAID I 
THOUGHT 
SHE WAS 
SHE TOLD VERy 
ME DIDN'T PROFES- 
WANT TO SIONAL, 



SHE 

SAID SHE 
DIDN'T LIKE 
BEING 
SEEN 
AT HER 


MAYBE 
SHE WAS 
TRAUMA¬ 
TIZED BY A 
PAST WORK 
BLUNDER 


SOME 



SHE UPSET 
A CUSTOMER 
WHO WAS A 
LITTLE TOO 
DRUNK, 


BUT I 


WAS BLOWN 
AWAY BY 
HOW SHE 
JUST TOOK 
IT WITH A 
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CHARTER;i02iTABQUTs 1UR1 


THERE'S 
A SUS¬ 
PICIOUS 
MAN 
WAITING 
OUTSIDE 
MY HOUSE 


HELLO, 

POLICE? 


WHOA, 

WHOA, 

WHOA! 


































you 

DON'T 

KNOW 

WHEN 

TO 

QUIT/ 


I JUST 
WANTED A 
CHANCE 
TO TALK 
TO you 

AGAIN. 


IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO 
BE AT THE 
CLUB... 


THE 

wAyyou 

HANDLED 
THAT BAD 
CUSTOMER 
WITH 

FORTITUDE 
WAS REALLy 
IMPRES¬ 
SIVE/ 


IT TAKES 
A LOT OF 
PROFESSION¬ 
ALISM TO BE 
ABLE TO STAy 
CALM AND 
SMILE AT ALL 
TIMES/ 


you 

HAVE 
NOTHING 
TO BE 
EMBAR¬ 
RASSED 
ABOUT/ 


1 EVEN THE 
MANAGER 

said you PUT 
ACTRESSES 
TO SHAME 
WITH HOW 
yOU HANDLED 
THINGS... , 


THAT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
ANyONE CAN 
DO/ 


/—I SAID 
I DON'T 
WANT TO 
DON'T BECAUSE 
MAKE IT'S EMBAR- 
ME RASSING/ 


REPEAT 

MySELF/ 




















































f THE 
THING 
yOU'RE 
MOST VUL¬ 
NERABLE 
ABOUT, 


ISN'T 
IT? 


THE 

LOOK IN 
YOUR EyE 
CHANGED 
WHEN 
I SAID, 
"ACTRESS/ 


I MIXED 
IN SOME 
THINGS I 
SAID WHEN 
yOU TURNED 
DOWN THE 
INTERVIEW. 


WHILE 
I WAS 
TALKING 
JUST 
NOW, 


























































































SO, THE 
FACT THAT 
you WANT 
TO HIDE 
YOUR PORN 
PAST SO 
MUCH... 


MEANS 
I TAKE 
IT youR 
AGENCy 
PUSHED 

you TO 

DO IT? 


I'VE 

NEVER 

POME 

PORti. 


auu 

making 

ASSUMP¬ 

TIONS... 


I WANTED 
TO BE¬ 
COME AN 
ACTRESS. 


WAS MY 
DREAM. 


BUT 
I WAS 
IN THE 
DRAMA 
CLUB 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


I NEVER 
FORGOT HOW 
FULFILLING IT 
WAS TO ACT 
IN FRONT OF 
A CROWD, 


OH, I 
DON'T 
MEAN A 
PORN 
ACTRESS. 


ONE WHO 
DOES 
MOVIES, 
TV, AND 
THEATER. 


I DIDN'T 
TELL 

KURUMIN- 

SENSEI, 


DROPPED 


OUT OF 


COMMUNITy 

", 

COLLEGE AND 


DECIDED TO i 


i BECOMEAN I 






































IT WAS 
WORK, 
ACTING 
LESSONS, 
AND 

AUDITIONS, 


I MOVED 
TO TOKYO 
FROM 
AKITA... 


UH-HUH. 
JURI IS MY 
PROFES¬ 
SIONAL 
NAME. 


HUH? 

YOUR 

NAME'S 

ACTUALLY 

YURI? 


YURI 

UMEDA 

FROM 

BLOEMKELK 

PRODUC¬ 

TIONS. 


YOU SAID 
YOU 
NEVER 
MET HIM 
BEFORE! 


WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON, 

SIS?! 


YOU’RE 
OVER¬ 
ACTING 
A LITTLE 
BIT. 


TRY TAKING 
IT DOWN A 
NOTCH. 


SORRY. 


5I6N. J UDOe'i 


















































































































OH, 

CRAP. 

MY 

PHONE 

BILL... 


SORRY, 
I’M KINDA 
SHORT ON 
CASH THIS 
MONTH, 
TOO... 


I CAN 
BARELY 
PAY FOR MY 
ACTING 
LESSONS. 


I’M 

REALLY 

SORRY 
































































































































HON¬ 

ESTLY, 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
TO DO... 






















































































































THERE'S 
AN AUDITION 
COMING 
UP FOR 
KONEDA’S 
NEW 
MOVIE. 

















































ALSO, 

LOCAL LINE 
PRODUCTIONS 
IS GONNA BE 
PUTTING 
ON A PLAY 
THERE... 


THINK 


MOTOKI 


IT RE¬ 
MINDED 
ME... 


...OF HOW 
SAD HE 
SOUNDED 
DURING 
OUR LAST 
PHONE 
CALL. 


AFTER THAT, 
ASIDE FROM 
WHEN I WAS 
IN HOSTESS 
MODE... 


'ACTRESS 
BECAME 
A WORD I 
DIDN'T WANT 
TO SO MUCH 
AS SEE 
OR HEAR. 


well, you 

REAP WHAT 
you SOW, 

I GUESS... 


IN THE 
END, 






























































































































































UM/S 
























































CHAPTER 103: ACTING 
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/ RUNNING A 
/ SIMULATION 
/ MIGHT MAKE 
THINGS LESS 
AWKWARD 
\ DURING THE 

\ REAL DEAL. 

































































































































































































































I'M SURE 
MOTOKI WILL 
BE HAPPY. 


IF YOU HAVE 
TIME, WOULD 
yOU LIKE TO 
SEE HIM? 































































[STONE : 1 NAKABAVASHI FAMILV'; 
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f / YURI-CHAN 1 

i. 

Si 

JM CAMETOSEE 1 




yOU,MOTOKI. J 
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AND YES, / 


I EAT Y~ -1 / 

I'VE BEEN \ 

MORE THAN ' , / 

GETTING BY 

INSTANT \ 

SOMEHOW. j 

RAMEN. \ 


^ilAj 





































...BUT 

I'M 

DOING.. 


...PRETTY 
WELL FOR I 
MYSELF. 


TAKE 


TAKE 

CARE 


MOTOKI'S 
GONNA 
LAUGH 
AT ME... 


I HAVE 
TO KEEP 
IT TO¬ 
GETHER. 






















ACTU¬ 

ALLY, 


ARE 

PROOF 

THAT 

MOTOKI 

WAS 

HERE. 


I MIGHT 
BE OVER 
30 BY THE 
\ TIME I v 
i DEBUT, 


ALSO, 


^ B \ 

BUT \ 
WHAT 
THE t 
HELL, 
Y'KNOW \ 


I THINK 
I'LL GIVE 
ACTING... 


( AN- . 
OTHER 
i SHOT. J 


HUH?! 

WHAT'S THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN? 


so, you 

BETTER 
BECOME 
A FAMOUS 
AUTHOR... 


ON, ON! 
I'M JUST 
JOKING/ 


AND PICK 
ME TO STAR 
IN A MOVIE 
OF ONE OF 
YOUR BOOKS 
BEFORE I'M 
TOO OLD. 


...I WON'T 
BECOME 
FAMOUS 
THAT 
QUICK. 


GOOD 

ONE, 

BOY! 


CAN 

NAT- 

WRITE 

SUO- 

ABOUT 

KUN. 

THIS 


if you 


WANT. 

























































































DON'T 
FORGET 
TO TURN 
OFF THE 
A/C, 
OKAY? 


GOOD 

NIGHT. 


NIGHT. 















































YEAH, WELL, 

I FINALLY GOT 
OUT OF MY 
SLUMP, SO I 
WANNA WRITE 
WHILE I CAN. 


HMM. 

THAT'S 

GOOD. 


...WHY THE 
LONG FACE, 
THEN? 


















































































IF I 

HADN'T 
SUGGESTED 
THAT SHE 
GO SEE 
HIM... 


I CAN'T 
HELP BUT 
THINK THAT 
MAYBE... 


SHE 

NEVER 

WOULD 

HAVE 

FOUND 

OUT. 


SHE 

COULD HAVE 
GONE ON 
THINKING 
MOTOKI-SAN 
WAS DOING 
WELL BACK 
HOME. 


/ ...THAT \ 
WOULD 1 
HAVE MADE 
YURI-SAN 
i HAPPIER, i 


BUT 
SHE 
TOLD 
YOU TO 
WRITE 
ABOUT 
THEM, 
RIGHT? 


IT'S UP TO 
YURI-SAN 
TO DECIDE 
WHETHER 
OR NOT... 


AND IT 
PUSHED 
HER TO 
CHASE 
AFTER HER 
DREAMS 
AGAIN. 


GETTING ’ 
STUCK ON 
WHAT-lFS 
WON'T 
CHANGE 
ANYTHING. 


FINDING 
OUT WAS 
A GOOD 
THING. 


YEAH, 

BUT... 


...I CAN'T 
CHANGE THE 
FACT THAT 
I WENT TO 
OSHIMA. 


































COULD'VE 
GONE ON AS 
IF NOTHING 
HAD HAP¬ 
PENED... 


IF I'D 
WORKED 
INSTEAD 
OF GOING 
ON THE 
TRIP, 


THEN EVEN 

IF you 

ENDED UP 
SEEING 
HINA-NEE 
ON THE 
ISLAND... 


IF YOU HAVE TIME \ ’ 
TO WORRy ABOUT k, 
WHAT-IFS, THEN WHy K( 
DON'T yOU FOCUS ffl 
ON WRITING? m 


THERE'S 
NO POINT 
IN THINK¬ 
ING LIKE 
THAT. 
























































































WITH RUI 


WE'RE 
GOING TO 
KAGOSHIMA, 
AFTER ALL. 
IT'D BE HARD 
TO MAKE IT 
A DAY TRIP. 


WE'RE 
THINKING OF 
DOING SOME 
SIGHTSEEING 
WHILE WE'RE 
THERE, TOO. 
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SERI¬ 

OUSLY? 

NOW? 


THAT'S 

RIGHT, 

RUI.../ 


[(j I CAN'T 


SEE A 
THING.. 


RUIIII 

you 

OKAY 


I'M FINE/ 
WHAT 

HAPPENED 


BUT I'LL 
JUST NEED 
TO FEEL 
MY WAY 
AROUND. I 
























1 __ 



IT'S OKA* 
I'M WEARING 
A TOWEL, 
SO I'LL 
JUST COME 
TO you/ 


ASH! 


SAYS 
THE Guy 
WHO FELL 
DOWN THE 
STAIRS. 




















MWAH! 
t S-S-SOKRy! 



































































































































to be continued. 
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WAIT, 

HINA! 


DON'T RUU 
RUN 

OFF! k j 


DID 

you 

FIND 

THEM 


WHY DID 
THEY RUN 
AWAy 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, 

ANywAy? 


THEy 

SHOULDN'T 
KNOW THEIR 
WAy AROUND 
THIS AREA, 
BUT... 












































































BRING 
THEM 
BACK AS 
SOON AS 
YOU FIND 
THEM! 


THAT'S 
WHY, WE 
NEED 
TO FIND 
THOSE 
TWO... 


r WE 1 
MIGHT 
BE ABLE 
TO TURN 
THEM 
BACK IF 
WE'RE . 
J LUCKY.! / 


...AND 
ADMINIS¬ 
TER THE 
MEDICINE 
IMMEDI- 
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WHERE 
MIGHT 
KIDS GO 
AROUND 
HERE? 


THEY CAN'T 
HAVE GOTTEN 
TOO FAR 
WITH THOSE 
TINY LEGS. 


WHERE 
THE HELL 
ARE 
THEY? 


^Residential Map 


THERE'S 
NOWAY 
THEY 
GOT ON 
A TRAIN 


IT'S 

GETTING 

CHILL/ 


I'M 

sowwy 


IT'S NOT 
SCARyAS 
LONG AS 
WE'RE 
TOGETHER/ 


IT'S 

OKA/', 


BLOW 

youR 

NOSE. 


IT'S NOT 
youR 
FAULT, 
RUI/ 
























































NO, I 
WON'T. 


{IT WOULD BE 
A COMPLETE\ 
%DISASTER... 


a&.IF ONLY:: 
mONEOF \ 
jk THEM 
&TURNED 
$^BACK.;<i 


IF THERE'S 
A CHANCE 
THEY'LL BE 
TORN APART, 
THEN I'D A 
RATHER... [ 


I'LL MAKE 

you TWO 
SOMETHING 
WARM TO 
DRINK. 


I WANT 
WARM 
MILK! 


ALL 

RIGHT. 


LET'S 

GO 

HOME, 

OKAY? 


WITH 

HONEY! 



























































































































































DO 

SOME¬ 

THING 

ABOUT 

IT... 


NICHT THAT 
CHANCES i 
EVERYTHING! 


£ven/f 

/USTA 
LITTLE 
SIT, , 


THEY 

CAN’T 

HOLD 

BACK 

ANY 


pv LONGER. 

THE STORMY 


TH6 WH6P6 Wll^ 

GANG'S TH6 |p 

pimau TAice THe^n 

sc^oo^QMkf j 

festiva SKSajp/ 
bbgimsi! *5lf 


What will happen to Natsuo and Rui?! 
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